San luig Gonzaga Adobe HABS CAL-1891

Highway #152
Nr. los Banos, Merced Co.

PHOT'OGRAPHS

WRITTEN HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTIVE DATA

HISTORIC AMERICAN BULLDINGS SURVEY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Western Office, Division of Design and Construction
San Francisco, Californis



':'VH:.{OTOGRAPH-DA‘J.‘A BOOK. REPORT L o car-ago
- HISTORIC AMERICAN BUIIDINGS SURVEY =~ _ 7 Page 1

SA.N IUIS GONZAGA ADOBE

Merced County, Los Banos 5y Ca.lifornis.

o -Apbagss'. - State Highway No, 152

(about 13 miles West of Los Ba.nos)

. ONNER: ~ Miss Paula FatJo

USE: . Residence

ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTOBICAL SIGNIFICANCE

~This oldest of existing adobes in the San Joaquin Valley

' is to be eliminated by the construction of & Central Valley Project
-regervoir. The adobe appears to have remained essentially as it

was built. The foundetions and woodwork have been restored and re-
peired. The gun ports in the walls are unusual elements in the
constmction . . .

HISTORICAL INFORMA'I‘ION
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A complete history of the: Ra.ncho appeared in the Pony Ex -

press, Vol. XXVII, No. 5 No. 317, Sonora.,. California, of October

© 1960. Written by Dr. Albert Shumate, a Trustee of the California

Higtorical Society, the article is copied, by permission, to give
future historiens the thoughts of s preservationist of 1960

-Famous Ranch to be Degtroyed

_ In thege da.y's when, in the name of progress, freeways,
public garages, "and other so-called modern improvements are fast
destroying our historieal heritage, it may be of interest to recall
the gtirring history ‘of the San luis Gonzaga Rancho soon to be

. flooded as part of the Central Valley Water Project.

The story begins when Francisco Perez Pacheco arrived in

.California in 1819 with an artillery detechment from Mexico. In
1824 he was promcted for bravery in an Indian uprising, and in 1836
‘and 1840 became the grantee of the Ausaymas and Sen Filipe Reanches.

1 He bought the San Justo Ranch from Jose Castro in 1839, These
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" mnches weyre loca.ted in 'the geneml a.rea. between San Juan Bautista.
and Gilroy. ’I‘oda.y Hollister ig located on the old S&n Justa Ranch. .

. ~ Ban Jo&quin Va.lley s Olciest Na.me Originated in 1805

In 18'43 “the Rancho Se.n Iuis Gonzage. becams a Pa.checo POB-
session. It had received its name from an expedition of 1805; the
creek having been discovéred and named on June 2lst, the feast day
of the Jesuit Saint Aloysius Gonzaga; ILuls in Spanish. In 1806
Father Munoz described the ares, when. a,ccompanying Gsabriel Moraga
‘on hJ.s trip into the San Joagquin Valley. : .

The adobe, still stand.mg, was erected ngar the San Iuisg
- “waterhole (which was the site of the prehistoric Indian Village,
. Lip-nay-yuk) soon after the Pacheco's obtained the grant. It is
unique in having loopholes for protect:.on agalnst the Indians.

Lt. anacio Martinez Stops Indian Assaults

: In 1843 Governor Micheltorena had proposed that a stock-
ade in the Pacheco Pape be built. In A. F. Heizer's book, "The
_ California Indians" it is suggested that thie wes a shift in basic
. . procedure from the offensive to the defensive, and evidence that ¢
- “the Indian assault wes effective at this period: By 1848ithe In-
dien menace wag over, but the loopholes still exist, bearing mate
evidence of the ancient threat.

S In 3.81{-6 Fremont crossed. from Gavs.l&n Peak into the San
Joequin Valley via the Pass.

Hittell relates "Grizzly Bear” Adams' experiences on the
San Luis Ranch in the early 1850's.

Only Activity San Joaguin Valley - 1853

: Captain George Derby, the famous "John Phoeniz" crossed

" the Pass in 1849, accompanied by Halleck and Canby (who was des-
tined to be murdered by the Modoc Indians). Derby wrote that the
Pags wag "found to be of easy practicability for mules, but ex-
ceedingly diffieunlt for wagons."

‘Edgar Kehn, the authority on San Francisco csble cars and
on Andrew S. Hallidie, their inventor, published Hallidie's descrip-
tion of his trip from San Francigco to the Kern River Mines in 1853.
HalIidie wrote: "For the entire distance with the exception of the:
Pueblo of San Jose, there were neither towms, villages or settle-
ments, and but one ranch where there was any activity, the St. luis

' Ranch on the southeast side of the coast range, after passing over
.‘ the Pacheco Pass. " : _
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_St. Louis to San Fra.ncisco 1858-61

: '-Route of Butterfield Mail—-'

In 1358 when the famous Butterfield Overla.nd ma.il Wes es«
< tebllehed, the- Ranch became an official stopping place. Descriptions
were left by 'the travelers; ap for example, Ormgby, who was on the ‘
. Tirst westbound stuge. . He describes the Ranch as follows: “The San
~ luis ranch is Just at the entrance of the Pnes and is the only house .
With:l.n thirty miles." He speaks of the "hospitable table" and that
"it is a great rend.ezveus for drovers going down into the Valley
ka.fter cat'ble." L _ o _

. The Butteri‘ield. Line, crosszng the continent by the south=.
ern rqute , ceasged operations a't the outbreak of the Civil Wer.

g . In 1930 Franca.s Farquhar, now President of . the California
Higtorieal Society, edited the great Journal of Williem H. Brewer,
and in the volume, "Up and Down California,” interesting accounts

occxigéu His visits were in 1861, 1862 and again in the. "dry" year
< oof

Capt. Love Pursued Murrj.efba Throug_h Pacheco Pass to Gonzaga'Rancho :

.-- R - No historic site in California seems lacking in a tale of
R the legendary bandit, Joagquin Murrieta: Burns in his "Robin Hood
of El Dorado" states: "Barry love again took the trail. . . . The
posse Tollowed the Camino Real up the coast to the Pacheco Pass.
‘There Love learned of the presence of Murrieta and his party at San
Inis Gonzaga Rancho. . . . Pacheco Pass, forty miles south of San
Joge, was & deep gap in-the Coast Range mountains, twenty-five miles
through, and in those days was the main highway between the coast
and the southern section of the Sierrs mining country. At the West~
~ ern entrance was the immense landed estate of the Pacheco family that
. gave the Pass its name, and at the eastern end vhere the Pass opéned
wp into the San Joaquin Valley was San Luis Gonzaga Rancho." Burns
has Murrieta cutting his way out of the tent house at the Rancho and
thus again esca.ping.

C.P. R.R. Never Built to Goshen Junction ... May Days at Gonzaga
Rancho ... Balloon Agcension

Returning to more orthodox history, one finds in Eldridge's
"History 1888 of California"” the record of the railroad routes from
1865 to 1870, proposing a line from the coast counties through the
Pacheco Pass into the valleys of the San Joaquin, thence to the Colo-~
rado River near Fort Mojave. A railroad, it is neediess to add,
- never has been built. : :
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' : T.he famous May Da:f celgebrations are still the great an--
nual event at .los Banos; and Ralph Milliken, the Merced County his-
‘torian, relates that in 1880, 1881 and 1888 these celebrations

 took place st the San Luis-Gonzega Ranch. Incidenta.lly, in 1888,
a ba.l.loon a.scension took place. . s

Henry M:Lller Iﬁases Rancho sss Later Bing Grosby

W:Lth the inaugumt_ion of the Henry Mi].ler picnics at the
Canal Farm &t los Banos, all other celebrations faded out. In
speaking of the great Cattle King, Miller, it may be recalled that
until the coming of the railroads to the west side of the Valley..
in 1890, he drove his cattle by way of Pacheco Pass to San Francis-
co, having feeding corrals conveniently located in the Pass. He .
also leased the Rancho for meny years, as did & recent "King" --
th:t.s tlme of the movive colon,y -- Movie Klng, Bing Crosby,

Bicyele Ests Ma.il - Fregno to San Francisco 189l+

A curious incident was recalled by the "Pony Express’ in
 its Octobér 1956 issue. During the Pullman Car strike of 189k,
T meil was ﬁel:l.vered from Fresno to San Francisco by the bicyclel
- This route wag over the Pacheco Pass; thus the old Butterfield
. Stage . station 88V & strange new express during the strike.

.Naturalist John Muir Entra.nced. aa

A few of the events whic.h have mede this Ranch of his-
tortic importance have been rgca.lled. One of the finest descrip-
tions wes written by Jolin Muir, California's great naturelist --
"The scenery, too, and all of nature in-the Pass is fairly enchant-
ing. Strange and beautiful mc_unta_in ferns are there, low in dark
canyons. and high upon rocky sunlit pesks; banks of blooming shzubs,
and sprinklings and gatherings of garment flowers, precicus and
pure ag ever enjoyed the sweets of a mountain home." And as Muir
descends he writes of the Valley: '"The floweriest piece of world
I ever wa.lked, one vast, level,even flower-bed a sheet of flowers,
a smooth ses."

- At the present time Muir's degeription still pictures the
natural beauty of this unspoiled region.

The San luis Gonzaga Ranch is owned by the descendants of
Francisco Pacheco. It is possibly the only California land grant
still in its entirety (over 48,000 acres) owned by the same family
to which it was ‘granted. '

Pa.ula _Fat,jo g Arabia_n' Horses

. 'Tﬁé'-loopholed adobe, beautifully maintained, is the home
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of the charming Miss Paula Fatjo, great grand-daughter of Pacheco's
only surviving child. Miss FatJo retains a small portion around
the adobe for her personsl use, where she raises Arabian horses.

' Voracious Politiciane Want Shallow Pleasﬁre Iake

However, this Ranch and its historic adobe is to be cov-
ered by the San Luis reservoir. A large, comparatively shallow
lake, it will have an enormous loss of water evaporation. Indeed
many capable engineers are of the opinion that this type of reser-
voir is completely outdated. Nevertheless an active voracious
group, while crying for the spending of meny millions for water
needs, really visualize profits resulting from droves of automo-
biles swarming in for boaeting and the usual "Coney Island" condi-
tions which eccompany crowds..

"It has been truly ssid that the bulldozer enters "froth-
ing at the mouth end tearing up everything in sight." :

Preserve Our Precious Heritage

This modern dragon can be stopped from destroylng Merced
County's oldest building and the oldest house in the San Joaquin
' Valley if the adobe is moved, a feasible undertaking before the
Ranch is flooded.

The California Heritage Council has truly said that Califor-
nians travel all over the world to visit traditional and historic
buildings, but are often indifferemnt to the needless destruction of
our own precious heritage.

ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION

The adobe measures 46 x 21 feet with walls 2 feet thick
and 9 feet high. The loopholes, about 4 inches x 8 inches, are pre-
served on the West and South sides. The wood trim, windows and
doors, roof and floors have been replaced and are not considered
important historically, although they are in the style of the early
construction. The roof appears to malintain the slope shown in the
early photographs. Shingles with small exposure have replaced
shakes with exposures of 12 inches or more.

The foundations have been reconstructed in concrete and
the floor changed from earth to wood. Karly construction probably
had an open ceiling with trusses held together with rawhide. The
present roof structure detes from the 1930‘5, and a wooden plank
celling now covers the room.
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- The arched porch on the eastside was constructed in the
1930"s when the buildir;g was used as a roadside tavern.

Prepared by

CHARLIES S. POYE, AIA
Architect, Historic Structures
National Park Service
: 1000 Geary Street
March 6, 1961 _ San Francisco, Californis



